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BERKELEY, CA – Telluride Film Festival (September 4-7, 2009), presented by National Film Preserve LTD., is pleased to announce William Wegman as its 36th Telluride Film Festival poster artist. Known worldwide for his photographs and videos, especially those starring his Weimaraners, Wegman will design, create and present the Festival with its 2009 Festival poster art. An exhibition of photographs and paintings related to the Telluride posters will be shown at the Schilling Gallery in Telluride during the Festival’s run. Wegman will also be in attendance at the Telluride Film Festival.
 

Wegman began his career as a painter, earning a B.F.A. in painting at the Massachusetts College of Art, Boston in 1965 and an M.F.A. in painting from the University of Illinois, Champagne-Urbana in 1967.  From the early 70s his work has been exhibited internationally. He is the author of numerous books, and his film and video work have appeared on Saturday Night Live, Nickelodeon and Sesame Street.

 

Wegman’s recent exhibitions have included retrospectives in Sweden, Japan, Korea and Spain and the touring exhibition “Funny/Strange,” which opened at the Brooklyn Museum of Art in 2006 and traveled to the Wexner Center for the Arts, Columbus in 2007. Wegman’s work is in the permanent collections of museums throughout the US and Europe including The Whitney Museum of American Art, MoMA, SFMoMA, MoCA, The LA County Museum of Art, the Ludwig Museum, Cologne and the Centre Pompidou, Paris.

 

”William Wegman has long been involved in the movies,” explains co-director Gary Meyer. “In addition to many of his posters having been inspired by films, Wegman has been creating videos and films as long as he has been making photographs and paintings.”

 

Wegman has created two posters for the 36th Telluride Film Festival, the first featuring one of his infamous dogs. The second poster, available in a limited edition is from an original painting created for this year’s Festival and will be unveiled over Labor Day weekend.

 

“Given the opportunity to present an idea for the 36th Telluride Film Festival, I immediately came up with the thought of using a photograph of one of my favorite models: Chip,” says Wegman. “A grey velvet curtain falls around him as he patiently awaits further direction, while the audience wonders what cinematic mysteries are hiding behind it.”

 

Wegman joins a prestigious list of artists who have shared their talents with the Telluride Film Festival. Past poster artists include Ed Ruscha, John Mansfield, Julian Schnabel, David Lance Goines, Chuck Jones, David Salle, Alexis Smith, Jim Dine, Seymour Chast, Frederic Amat, Francesco Clemente, Dave McKean, Gary Larson, Chip Kidd, John Canemaker, Mark Stock and Laurie Anderson.

 

To view the 36th Telluride Film Festival poster art, visit the newly redesigned website at www.telluridefilmfestival.org.

 

Poster image available upon request.

36th Telluride Film Festival posters will be available for purchase throughout the four-day Festival.

 

All categories of passes to the 36th Telluride Film Festival may now be purchased at the Festival’s website. Visit: www.telluridefilmfestival.org.

 

About Telluride Film Festival

The prestigious Telluride Film Festival ranks among the world’s best film festivals and is an annual gathering for film industry insiders and a major launching ground for the fall season’s most talked-about films. Co-founded in 1974 by Tom Luddy, James Card and Bill and Stella Pence, Telluride Film Festival, nestled in the beautiful mountain town of Telluride, Colorado, is a four-day international educational event celebrating the art of film. The Festival’s long-standing commitment is to join filmmakers and film connoisseurs together to experience great cinema. The exciting schedule, kept secret until Opening Day, consists of film debuts with filmmakers presenting their works, special Guest Director programs, three major Tributes to guest artists and remarkable treasures from the past. Festival headquarters are in Berkeley, California.

 

About Our Sponsors

Telluride Film Festival is supported by Lead Sponsor Starz Entertainment.  Additional partners include The Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, Heineken, Subaru, Shady Acres Entertainment, Turner Classic Movies, Omaha Steaks, New Sheridan Hotel, Telluride Mountain Village Owners Association, Resort Quest, NBC Universal, Pine Ridge Winery, National Endowment for the Arts, Kodak, Telluride Foundation, Italian Film Commission, Dolby, Sony, Boston Light and Sound, Wright Group, Time Warner Cable, Directors Guild of America, among others.

 

For more information visit www.telluridefilmfestival.org
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