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36th TELLURIDE FILM FESTIVAL and THE LIBRARY OF AMERICA ANNOUNCE
A SPECIAL 2009 FESTIVAL PROGRAM
OTHE CELEBRATION OF MANNY FARBERO

. Events to include a bookstore signing of )
OFARBER ON FILM TheComplete Film Writings of Manny FarberO
with editor Robert Polito and Patricia Patterson

Audience conversation with panel guests JeRierre Gorin, Kent Jones, Greil Marcus,
Patricia Patterson, Robert Polito, David Thomson and Robert Walsh

Specially progranmed film event with surprise guests in attendance
June 29, 2009

BERKELEY, CAbTelluride Film Festivalvww.telluridefilmfestival.org(September-#, 2009), presented
by National FilmPreserve LTD., an@iheLibrary of America are pleased to annoulacgpecial program in
honor of artist and film critic Manny Farbéf,he Celebration of Manny Farber," will be presented at

this year's 36th Telluride Film Festival. The thpat program wi include an intimate bookstore signing

of TheLibrary of America's September 2009 rele&seber On Film: The Complete Film Writings of
Manny Fabe with editor Robert Polito and Farber's wife and collaborator, Patricia Patterson; an
interactive panel dission on Farber's life and contribution to film criticism between the audience and
special panel guests JeBierre Gorin, Kent Jones, Greil Marcus, Patricia Patterson, Robert Polito, David
Thomson and Robert Walsh; and a screening of one of Farbertgdditms with special guests in
attendance, all of which will be announced with the rest of the program on Opening Day, September 4,
2009.

Manny Farber (192-2008) began his career in the 1940s writing art and film criticisriiierNew
RepublicandThe Nation His first group exhibition as antest was in 1945ollowed by his first solo
exhibition in 1957. While pursuing art fuime Farber continueds a film critic until thdatel970s for
Time The New LeadeCavalier, andArtforum He also contbuted toCommentaryFilm CommentCity
MagazineandFilm Culture He taught film at the University of San Diego from 1970 to 19&nity Fair
added him into their 'Hall of Fame' in June 1998.



Farber was considered by many to have reinvented filncisritiwith his unusual and pointed prose. His
essay OWhite Elephant Art vs. Termite Art,O first published in 1¥8EnirCulture, about the virtues of
Otermite artO and the excesses of Owhite elephant art,O is one ekiisvipesssays. He challengee th

work of filmmakers like Orson Welles, John Huston and Alfred Hitchcock that fellow critics applauded and
instead championed therBovies, westerns and horror films and was an early advocate for flmmakers
later acclaimed as American masters: Val Lew&eamuel Fuller, Raoul Walsh and Anthony Mann.

Samplings of FarberOs film criticism have appeared in various compilations, most notably in ONegative
Space,O first published in 1971. A complete collection of FarberOs writing on film will be published for th
first time in September 2009 by Library America inFarber On Film from his early and previously
uncollected weekly reviews fdthe New RepubliandThe Natiornto his essays (some written in

collaboration with his wife) on Godard, Fassbinder, HerSmgrsese, Altman and others.

OFor Manny Farber, being a movie critic wasnOt a matter of handing out grades or indulging in easy
generalities,O said Geoffrey OOBrien, Edit@hief, The Library of America. OSeeking in language itself
an analogue to thexperience of watching film, he crafted a style of tremendous power and originality, full
of unpredictable turns and vibrant paradoxes. This long overdue collection of all his film writing fully
reveals his marvelous eye and equally marvelous ear. W grleased to be able to present it to the
Telluride audience and be a part of thisy speciabccasion.O

OAs | was finishing college in the early 1970s film criticism was everywhere, some better than most of it.
When ONegative SpaceO was publisheew kKDd found a book | would return to often to find inspiration

for my film programming. MannyOs ideas have never failed to stimulate our thinking about the possibilities
of the medium,O commented Telluride Film Festivadicector Gary Meyer

Tom Luddyconcludes, Kanny Farber was a great friend and inspiration to me, from my days at the
Pecific Film Archive in the 1970svhenManny was a frequent guest and | helped get him and Patricia
Patterson a gig at Francis Coppola's City Magazithere they publised some wonderful film critiques.
One ofTelluride'sgreatestnoments was Manny Farber-stege at the Sheridan Opera House
conversation with James Stewart the subject of the Westerns of Anthony Mann. | treasure my many
memories of Manny, and considhim one of the great Americamiters of the 20th Century, as well as
one of the finest painters of his era."

To purchase passes to the 36th Telluride Film Festival, pleasewisittelluridefilmfestival.org

About Telluride Film Festival

The prestigious Telluride Film Festival ranks among the world®s best film festivals and is an annual gathering for film industry
insiders and a major launching ground for the fall season®s mosttatkedilms Co-founded in 1974 by Tom Luddy, James Card

and Bill and Stella Pence, Telluride Film Festival, nestled in the beautiful mountain town of Telluride, Colorado-tag four
international celebration of the art of film. The FestivalOs$tengding comminent is to join filmmakers and film connoisseurs

together to experience great cinema. The exciting schedule, kept secret until Opening Day, consists of over two dozen filmmakers
presenting their newest works, special Guest Director programs, three nibjaged to guest artists, special events and remarkable
treasures from the past. Festival headquarters are in Berkeley, California.

About Our Sponsors

Telluride Film Festival is supported lheadSponsor Starz EntertainmerAdditional partners includelie Academy of Motion
Pictures Arts and Sciences, Heineken, Sutfainady Acres Entertainment, Turner Classic Movies, Omaha Steaks, New Sheridan
Hotel, Telluride Mountain Village Owners AssociatiNBC Universal, Pine Ridge Winery, National Endowment Ifier Arts,

Kodak, Telluride Foundation, Italian Film Commissidie]luride Alpine Lodging LERABAR, Dolby, Sony, Boston Light and
Sound, Wright Group, Time Warner Cable, Directors Guild of America, among others.

About The Library of America B
The Library ofAmerica is an awarsvinning nonprofit publisher dedicated to preserving AmericaOs best and most significant writing
in handsome, enduring volumes, featuring authoritative texts.

For more information visitwww.telluridefilmfestival.org www.loa.org
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